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KIJANA FACTS
Q.  What is Kijana?
A. Kijana is a non-profit 501-3c corporation that promotes constructive technology use by K-8 students.  Kijana accomplishes this mission by providing resources, materials, models, and collaborative opportunities for youth-created, coordinated, and constructed by their peers.

Q.  Why was Kijana established?  When was it founded?

A. Kijana was founded in 1999 as the Generation Y Corporation. The non-profit’s name was changed as of January 1, 2008 to more reflect the K-12 age group the organization focuses on. Generation Y is now considered people in their twenties and thirties so the organization outgrew its name.  Generation Y was established as an extension of the nationally acclaimed Generation www.Y model of technology infusion in schools across the nation.  The 5-year Generation www.Y program was funded by the U.S. Department of Education's Technology Innovation Challenge Grant program.  The Generation www.Y model views students as change agents rather than objects of change and trains students to partner with teachers so learning can be improved.  

As the model proved successful, many community-based organizations approached executive director Dr. Dennis Harper about utilizing students already trained in technology, people, leadership and pedagogical skills to help with their after-school and community-based efforts. It was at this time that the non-profit Generation Y Corporation was formed.  Since 1999, Generation Y has provided many students, programs, and workshops for schools, urban community centers and after-school programs in Washington State and throughout the world.

Q. What are some of the projects conducted by Kijana?

A. There are a number of projects currently run by the foundation (see www.kijanayouth.org for details):

· Media Smart Day – Partnering with Cable in the Classroom, Kijana developed a model where a group of 15 to 30 middle and high school students designed and delivered a Media Smart Day for their entire school. Seven schools participated in a pilot. Kijana continues to work with Cable in the Classroom to expand Media Smart Day nationwide.

· Verizon California Technology Literacy Project: Gen Y has received funding from the Verizon Corporation to provide 10,000 seventh grade students in California's Central Valley with the opportunity to become nationally certified in technology literacy using the TechYES program.

· Liberia Renaissance School: Kijana has embarked on a major initiative to establish a 21st century school in the West African country of Liberia.  Kijana Executive Director Dr. Dennis Harper has a long history in Liberia and is working with President Ellen Sirleaf to establish this technology-rich school.

· Website Created for IICAN: Kijana worked with the International Interactive Community Access Network (IICAN) to help them create a website.  Students in their organization maintain the site. IICAN's mission is to use technology to decrease the academic achievement gap for K - 20 students of color.

· Academic Mentor Program (AMP): AMP is a program created by Community Youth Services and Kijana.  Student participants learn leadership and communication skills necessary to help mentor youth in basic language arts and math needs.

· Mentoring Seniors in Technology: Partnering with Community Youth Services (www.communityyouthservices.org) in Olympia Washington, Kijana planned, delivered and evaluated a nine-week course for Mentoring Technology Service students. 

· Teacher Training Workshops: Kijana and The After School Corporation (TASC) partnered to design a full-day workshop for New York City teachers entitled "Students and Adults Partnering for Success." The workshop teaches site-level personnel how to involve young people in meaningful ways at every level of capability. 

Q. Who leads the Generation Y Foundation?

A. Kijana is led by a Board of Directors.  Dr. Harper serves the Board as Kijana’s Executive Director and has been an international leader in the educational technology field for over 35 years.  He wrote the first college text on computer education, RUN: Computer Education, while a faculty member at the University of California.  Dr. Harper has taught in universities around the world and has been instrumental in bringing the first computers into schools in numerous countries. After returning to the U.S., Dr. Harper joined the Olympia, Washington School District where he conceived and directed the development of Generation www.Y, an innovative model of student involvement in school technology infusion, teacher professional development, and school improvement.

For more information, please visit www.kijanayouth.org or contact:

Dr. Dennis Harper, Kijana, (888) 941-4369 x107, dennis@kijanayouth.org
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